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This book gives an extremely interesting picture of the growing points in spinal and cerebral neurophysiology which seemed the most promising for discussion in 1965. Most of the contributions have stood up to the further discoveries of the last three years extremely well. They deserve to be a permanent part of any physiological library. Press 1968 This is an excellent little book clearly written by two didactic clinicians from their extensive experience of the surgical treatment of congenital heart disease at the Groote Schuur Hospital, and the University of Cape Town. No attempt has been made to cover all the facets of congenital heart disease, but there is a wealth of clearly presented information for the specialist student of cardiac surgery, and a good up-to-date bibliography.
All the views expressed are acceptable, though many surgeons will differ in technical detail. The surgical physiological concepts are sound, though they may on occasion be quaintly expressedfor example the statement that 'Fallot's Tetralogy does not necessarily exist from birth' (p 136) might easily be misconstrued.
The typography and layout are excellent, but the illustrations, though usually clear, are sometimes technically amateurish. The book is good value and should be read by all aspiring cardiac surgeons. IAN The first edition of this work was published in a single volume in 1954. The second edition is in four parts, the first appearing in 1960, the second in 1962 and the third and fourth in 1967. This reflects the rapid growth of the subject in the past fourteen years and the enormous task of reviewing progress during this period. Prefacing Part 3, Professor Dacie hopes that the standard of the last two volumes is similar to the first two: his hopes are more than justified.
These two volumes contain chapters on haemolysis complicating a wide variety of conditions, including malignant disease, renal diseases, diseases associated with auto-antibodies, drugs, enzyme deficiencies and infections, as well as separate chapters on paroxysmal nocturnal hkmoglobinuria and haemolytic disease of the newborn. Since the first edition many new subjects have been introduced, including micro-angiopathic haemolytic anwmia and the mechanical hmmolysis associated with cardiac surgery. Others, like paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria, have been considerably expanded and brought up to date. This work serves three main purposes. First there is an excellent bibliography which covers not only the recent work but also the key references in the past. Secondly, the clinical and laboratory aspects are discussed in great detail, much of which is based on the author's personal experience, making this an excellent work of reference. Thirdly, there are small succinct summaries of the salient features in each chapter, enabling the reader to grasp the essential facts very readily. Indeed, it is the skilful blending of detail with perspective that makes these volumes essential for the hmematologist and a valuable reference work for both clinicians and pathologists.
G HAMILTON FAIRLEY
The Prevention of Cancer edited by Ronald W Raven OBE TD FRCS and Francis J C Roe DM DSC McPath pp xiv + 397 £6 London: Butterworths 1967 This book, written by forty-nine contributors, is arranged in three parts. The first deals with environmental factors in the etiology of cancer, the second discusses the prevention of human cancer at particular sites and the third considers some future possibilities.
In their introduction, the editors state that 'cancer prevention is not synonymous with cancer control' and that the aim of this book is 'to assemble facts relating to the causation of most of the common types of human cancer and to outline the practical measures which, on present knowledge, can be taken to prevent the disease'. At the present time, it is difficult to imagine how 397 pages could be filled by the subject of cancer prevention in the human, without the introduction of material that is of doubtful relevance. It is reasonable to devote some space to the experimental production of animal tumours, and it is
